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 This quote is inscribed on a commemorative plaque given by The Matthew S. Hisiger Film   
Foundation to Byram Hills High School.  It hangs in the media/arts classroom, the location where the 
Foundation originated and called home for nine years.   Its meaning serves as the deepest anchor to the 
mission and values of our organization,  a reminder that within the simplest acts of giving there is a force 
and impact whose bounds have no limits.  Your consistent support and encouragement throughout the 
Foundation’s journey has enabled us by way of programs and services, to honor and fulfill the tenants 
of this message. The 2011–12 season kicks off the Foundation’s 13th year. To many this number holds a    
negative connotation, however, its positive significance can be traced back to biblical times with themes 
of giving, sharing, achievement and community.  It is with this affirmative interpretation that we take 
stock of our accomplishments and continue our exciting voyage.
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- Budda

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH US!
We are always interested in hearing from you and having you be involved. Are you an industry professional who would like 
to present to our students? Are you looking for an enthusiastic and motivated intern to work within your media/film related 
company?  Do you have access to media equipment (camera, digital, sound etc.) that could be donated to the Foundation?  
Is your company a place that our students would like to visit on a field trip?  Let us know by visiting our facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/mshff or send us an e-mail at mshff12@gmail.com.
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Our Update Reel



The Evening Film Club (EFC) is a dynamic and interactive year long course which exposes high school students, 
grade 9 -12, to the complete process and inner workings of film production. Students participate in hands-on class 
projects along side discussions and field interactions with industry professionals.  A couple of the annual program-
ming favorites are: the trip to Sound One Studios, where the students get to work with Emmy-nominated sound 
editor, Stuart Stanley, and the cinematography workshop where students learn from documentary filmmaker, 
Benjamin Wolf.

Here’s what our students are saying about their experience with the EFC. This feedback is confirmation that we are 
providing an experience that students cannot get anywhere else. It is all about learning where they might fit into the 
film industry, getting experience collaborating with others, and tapping into their most creative side. This class is 
one of the safest and most risk free places they will ever encounter.

The Evening Film Club (EFC)
 The Heart of Our Programming

“The Evening Film Club gives me something to 
look forward to every week!”

“The Film class at my school was cancelled 
due to budget cuts. This class has given me the       

opportunity to pick up where I left off. 
It has really opened my eyes to 
what film making is all about.”

“I would never have found a better creative 
outlet for my potential talent. I look

 forward to spending time with other 
students that have the same interests as

 me. I was searching for an outlet and have 
found it in this program. 

You have launched my future. 
Thank you, thank you, thank you!”

“I appreciate that we get to experience the whole process from 
writing to production and the in depth analysis we get of 

screenwriting and making ideas.”

“Filmmaking is such an expensive process. Having this 
free course is amazing. I feel so lucky to be able to take 

part in it.”

“Thank you for the film club. 
It has, without a doubt, been one of the best 

things I have ever done in high school.”
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Join us as we screen: 

With recent budget cuts for the Arts being implemented at the national and local level, your support is more        
important than ever. Each year, we need to raise at least $25,000 to keep the Foundation strong and viable. You’ve 
heard from our students how important our programs are to them. Please consider making a donation to the 
Foundation as part of your personal year end giving efforts.  

Save the Date
January 10th, 2011

7 - 9:30pm
The MSHFF Film Festival

at The Picture House
Pelham, New York 10803

Your Support is More Important Than Ever

What attracted me to MSHFF was its unique approach to film education. Unlike other programs in which kids are 
given cameras to make their own videos after a short, remedial instruction in media production, The Evening Film Club 
immerses kids in the craft of collaborative screenwriting, then allows them to intern on the professional production of the 
script they’ve written. Although “hands on” programs have their merits, the approach of The Evening Film Club allows 
kids to get a sense of what they might enjoy in the process of film production beyond directing or camera operation.… after months of writing their script with them, crafting a good screen story is much harder and takes much               
longer than most kids expect...watching the kids see their work come to life during production. On the set of our CHAT                
production, while looking at the video monitor as we set up a shot, one student gleefully proclaimed: “I can’t believe it 
looks this cool.” I realized that this is how I feel every time I make a film, and it’s a great feeling to share with the students.

I simply love teaching. It’s amazing to introduce screenwriting, film aesthetics and production techniques to young people 
for the first time. I remember the joy of discovering these things for the first time myself. To introduce these things to them 
is to rediscover that joy.  It also keeps my skills sharp and current.

Meet Our New Teacher Artist

“Chat” - Class of 2010-11 - premiere!
“Upstairs” - Class of 2007-08

“Run” - Class of 2006-07
“Blorox Bleach” - Class of 2006-07

Moon shares his thoughts on teaching our students and reflects upon what he is looking forward to:

Richard Molson, affectionately known as Moon, is starting his second year as our                             
Teacher-Artist. His short films have been screened at over 100 film festivals since 2007,           
including being an Official Selection of the 2011 Sundance Film Festival (Crazy Beats Strong 
Every Time). He has won 41 awards worldwide and is currently being featured as one of the 
three American submissions at the 2011 International Film of India. Moon, a graduate from                           
Columbia University with an M.F.A in Film Directing and Screenwriting, is an active           
member of the independent film community.


