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Film is the literature 
of this generation...

The 2014 – 2015 season marks our 16th year in bringing film education through visual and digital literacy 
to high school students of Westchester County. During our journey, over 500 aspiring filmmakers have 

benefited by the Foundation’s programs and services featuring The Evening Film Club, which includes 
lectures from industry professionals and field trips to sound and production studios, internships and grants 
for college film studies and the sponsorship of Westchester’s annual Future Filmmaker’s Film Festival now 
held at The Picture House.  All activities support the Foundation’s mission: to provide high school students 
with the resources, information, creative inspiration and financial support to learn about the film 
industry.  Enjoy the highlights from the past year.

Please Consider Making a Gift to The Foundation as Part of  
Your Personal Year-End Giving Efforts

GET INVOLVED WITH US - BE PART OF MSHFF

Each year, we need to raise a minimum of $25,000 to keep The Foundation strong and viable. All of your donations 
are applied to the programming that keeps this experience free of charge for our students (Miscellaneous operating 
costs are underwritten by us).  

Are you an industry professional who would like to present to our students? Have access to media equipment that can 
be donated? Looking for a motivated intern to work within your media/film related company? Let us know by visiting 
our facebook page at www.facebook.com/mshff or send us an e-mail at mshff12@gmail.com.

 

Your continuing support, generosity and belief in The Foundation is deeply appreciated.  
Wishing you and your family a Happy and Healthy Holiday season.

See you at the movies!

Dale, Jamie and Gerilyn
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THE EVENING FILM CLUB

THE HEART OF OUR PROGRAMMING

Our 2014-15 EFC Class with October’s Guest Speaker  
Monique Gabriella Curnen (center) 

Our EFC Class with Zabryna (center) at Fox Studios 

Actor, Director, Producer Monique Gabriella Curnen tells us in her 
own words her experience with MSHFF: 

It’s always been a priority for me to seek out and value inter-
generational discourse.  I know it was important for me as a young 
person to see examples of people working in creative fields and be 
exposed to an array of work in the arts.  As an adult, it’s important 
for me to learn from young people’s openness and creative spirit.  I 
remember vividly the opportunities to explore the arts when I was 
younger, and if I can encourage that exploration for anyone by talking 
about my work, it does my heart good and makes my day. I was totally 
impressed with the passion and enthusiasm of the EFC’s students.

Monique, who played Detective Ramirez in The Dark 
Knight, was so impressed by our EFC students that she 
connected us to Zabryna Guevara for a visit to the 
Gotham set. Zabryna plays Captain Sarah Essen on the 
hit tv show.

Here’s what Rob Kissner, President of the Digital Arts Experience had to say about working with our students:

It was an absolutely pleasure working with the students from the Evening Film Club. As an organization that predominately works 
with kids & teens in creative technology, we have worked with students all over Westchester and I have to say that is was refreshing 
working with this group. Each and every student was passionate about what they were learning and the entire group was engaged 
and attentive throughout the lesson. It’s fantastic to see students’ eyes light up when discovering new tools and techniques with 
which to be creative. It’s also great to see students take the visual arts so seriously. Digital Literacy is an essential skill for everyone 
these days, and to see young students embrace the importance of learning creative skills with technology is just excellent.  I look 
forward to coming back next year!

I’ve been coming to the EFC since 9th grade, and throughout my four years I have gotten a really well rounded film 
education. The speakers spoke about screenwriting and producing, our field trips to sound studios taught us about the 

post production audio processes and at the end of the year, as we make our original film, we get to work on professional 
sets as PAs. The regular weekly class offers something just as great, if not greater, for as we write scripts and watch 
shorts we figure out the mechanics of what makes a film work and what doesn’t. I keep coming back because the 
experience is same and different each year. The flexibility, the fact that the class is molded by each year’s students 
and the knowledge that I’ll get to have all these great experiences.  I’m applying to film schools such as USC, UCLA, 
Chapman and NYU and I know that I will apply all the techniques I learned 
to enable me to produce good, important and poignant work.   
Thank You for this program! 

Nikki

The crew at DAE brought the computer van over to The Picture House so our students could practice their digital skills. 

Fall Field Trips - Viacom Studio & Set of Gotham

A DIGITAL ARTS EXPERIENCE

Nikki, Our Student Author of 2014-15

2014 has been a very exciting year. The EFC has visited Viacom Studios, practiced digital animation with a workshop hosted by 
The Digital Arts Experience, and joined the cast on the set of the hit show Gotham. All of these experiences, were underwritten by 
your enormous support and expand our students’ creative horizons.

EFC lookin’ cool at Viacom Studios Viacom Grip showin’ us the ropes



The 2014 Future Filmmakers Festival cast a 
spotlight on aspiring Westchester filmmakers 

as four films received top awards at the culmination 
of the Festival in late April. Open to students 
from all accredited Westchester high schools, this 
year’s event featured twenty-three participants 
displaying their cinematic creativity at Pelham’s 
historic Picture House. Three films were awarded 
“Chesters” – Westchester’s version of the Oscar – for 
their cinematic excellence, with a fourth receiving 
a Chester for technical excellence. “The festival is 
great because it gives student filmmakers the chance 
to be recognized for their hard work,” said Thomas 
Newman, a Chester Award Winner. “All the films were 
fantastic…it was truly a rich experience and it was nice 
to win the Chester in the end.”

Taking home the coveted first place award was Dobbs Ferry High School student Thomas Newman and his film Change, which 
chronicles the exploits of a homeless man while delivering a potent message about society’s startling inequalities. Second place 
was given to Zach Nagin, a Mamaroneck student whose documentary Dos Caminos explored the inner workings of the dual-
language program at his high school. Briarcliff High School student Samantha Simpson took home third place for her film The 
Taker: Behind the Scenes, a firsthand look into the challenges of shooting the documentary film, The Taker.

In addition to these three outstanding students, Mark Catolano, from Eastchester High School was honored for the technical 
excellence displayed in his film, The Suitcase.  This film’s exciting graphics accentuated the storyline of the journey of a 
mysterious suitcase.  

The 2014 Future Filmmaker’s Film Festival

Congratulations to our Teacher Artist!

If these programs are not exciting enough, our Teacher Artist, Sayeeda 
Moreno, won The 2014 SFFS / Hearst Screenwriting Grant. It is given 
to a mid-career screenwriter who has been a practicing writer for at 
least five years and who has previously written a minimum of one 
feature screenplay. The grant is open to writers residing in the United 
States whose project expresses both a unique personal perspective 
and an artistic approach to the subject. Priority is given to writers 
whose previous short or feature screenplays have been produced as an 
independent film.

Sayeeda has been with The Foundation for 3 years now. She continues 
to grow with the program, always searching for new ways to nurture the creative ability of our students. When asked about their 
perception of Sayeeda, our students overwhelmingly speak to her unconditional support of who they are as an artist. We are so 
lucky to have her! 
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