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MSHFF: 15 years of advancing visual literacy
Fall 2013 begins the Foundation’s 15th year. No one could have forseen our journey’s resiliency and 
impact.  Approximately 250 students from 20 Westchester high schools have come through the program 
by participating in the Evening Film Club, receiving grants to study film in college, or connecting to 
summer internships. Some are joining us in 9th or 10th grade and are continuing with the program 
until they finish high school. Students come to The Foundation knowing they want to be involved 
with film and use our platform to define their role in the medium.  

When each year begins, we introduce The Foundation to the new students by describing Matthew’s 
dream and the course of events that lead to its beginning.  The mission of The Foundation is framed 
for them in the context of their having the unique opportunity of being part of something much larger 
than themselves. Additionally, we want them to appreciate the gift they are giving us. Not only do 
they embody the physical image of who Matthew was the last time we saw him, but as they share their 
creative voice with us, we also get to envision the future he might have had.

The tremendous changes to technology supporting the advancement of visual literacy makes it easier 
to develop content but also challenges the integrity of the craft. The Foundation’s curriculum and 
teaching methods have been refined to reinforce the basics of sound writing and critical thinking to 
counter the notion that speed and ease are enough to make a quality film. The Foundation’s commitment 
to its mission has not wavered. We continue to introduce students to industry professionals so they 
can learn about the latest developments influencing the field. And, what we think is most important, 
foster the collaboration and cooperation model reinforcing the reality that movie making is truly a 
team endeavor.

As you read through the newsletter you’ll hear from our Teacher/Artist Sayeeda Clarke and be updated 
from The Evening Film Club’s current and past students. There are of pictures from this year’s EFC 
Film Shoot and the 2013 Westchester Future Filmmaker’s Film Festival. Beth Manspeizer, Education 
Director of the Picture House, writes about the ongoing partnership between The Foundation and 
The Picture House. All-in-all, an exciting place to be as we enter 15 years.

Thank you for continuning the journey with us!

With appreciation and friendship,
Dale, Jamie, & Gerilyn

Letter From the Executive Directors

Your Support Is More Important Than Ever

Each year, we need to raise a minimum of $25,000 to keep The Foundation strong and viable.  
All of your donations are applied to the programming that keeps this experience free of charge  

for our students.  (Miscellaneous operating costs are underwritten by us.) 
Please consider making a gift to The Foundation as part of your personal year end giving efforts.  

Film is the literature 
of this generation....
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Feature: Jacob Jones
EFC Student 2010-13, scholarship recipient, current film student at hampshire college
Film, to me, had just been a passion and 
hobby since first getting a camera for my 
ninth birthday.  I had always figured it 
would just be something I did on the side, 
not a career or major in college.  But in my 
sophomore year, I joined the Evening Film 
Club.   The program immersed me into 
filmmaking like I had never experienced 

before; I loved it.  Over the year 
I started to see myself pursuing 
film in college and as a career as 
I collaborated with the group to 

make a movie.  This inspired me to 
start looking for pre-college filmmaking 
courses and eventually enroll in college in 
a film studies program.  
I really love the tag line “film is the literature 
of our generation” that the Matthew S. 
Hisiger Film Foundation has adopted.  
While I do enjoy reading, many people of 
my generation do not, or simply decide not 
to. In our current generation, film, rather 
than print, is how ideas, information, and 

stories spread.  Images and sounds do 
not have to be to be translated, unlike 
print, which truly makes film a universal 
language that everyone can understand.  
To me this tagline is really exciting, since I 
will be studying and hopefully working the 
main way my generation communicates, 
in film. 
Now, at Hampshire College, where I am 
focusing on studying film, I am noticing 
more than ever all the skills and general 
film knowledge I learned from partaking 
in the Film Club for three years.  But not 
only am I recalling and utilizing various 
things learned from film club, I am being 
inspired by what I was exposed to in that 
class.  I constantly am relating what we 
are doing in class or in video projects to 
different experiences and aspects I learned 
about in the Film Club.  At the moment, 
I am writing a screenplay for my final 
video project, which I feel comfortable 
doing, thanks to all the months I spent at 

Film Club throughout high school writing 
and constructing various screenplays.  
This process of translating an idea, story, 
or thought into a film screenplay is an 
incredibly important skill to have.  This is 
truly a skill that I can use for the rest of my 
life as a filmmaker.  
My exposure to the world of filmmaking 
from the Film Club has inspired me and 
motivated me.  Both my teachers, whether 
it was Moon or Sayeeda, were able to mold 
and build on my preexisting passions for 
filml.  I cannot emphasize how great both 
these teachers are, and how much each of 
them taught me.  
I am so thankful for the scholarship and 
for being part of this program for 3 years; 
thank you for creating it! It has helped me 
discover and fuel my passion for film.

Feature: Nicole Teddone
EFC Student 2012-13, junior at pelham high school
I have been a member of the Evening 
Film Club for over a year now, and I can 
honestly say it’s been one of the greatest 
experiences I’ve ever had. The fact that 
people are willing to support this program 
so I and other aspiring film students can 
participate in this outstanding education 
for free is absolutely amazing.
This club has given me so many 
opportunities and experiences, as well as 
taught me so much. In the past year, I’ve 
co-written a professional script, visited 
the MTV Headquarters, and worked on a 
professional film set. Also, I was able to 
submit a film to the Future Filmmakers 
Festival, which wouldn’t have been 
possible if the Evening Film Club hadn’t 
recommended me. Most recently, I was 
invited to join the Junior Film Advisory 
Board of the Pelham Picture House. I 
wouldn’t have been able to do any of these 
things if it wasn’t for the Evening Film 
Club.

The class itself is amazing. I look forward to 
coming every single week and still haven’t 
missed a single class just because I haven’t 

wanted to miss any part of the experience. 
Sayeeda is an amazing teacher and has 
taught me so much inside and outside of 
the classroom. Through her, I am growing 
into a more passionate filmmaker. I’ve also 
become more mature and more of a leader 
because of her lessons about representing 
yourself and directing on and off set at all 
times. If it wasn’t for her, I would be totally 
clueless about the entire process behind 
making films and I wouldn’t have learned 
how to become the director and leader I 
am now.
If it weren’t for the MSHFF and the 
founding of this club, I wouldn’t be here 
writing this letter. The program has helped 
me accomplish my dreams. I encourage as 
many people as possible to take advantage 
of this amazing opportunity. I’ll  see you 
next year in class, because I’m definitely 
coming back!

The Evening Film Club (EFC) is a 
dynamic and interactive year long course 
which exposes high school students, 
grade 9 - 12, to the complete process 
and inner workings of film production. 
Students participate in hands-on class 
projects along side discussions and field 
interactions with industry professionals. 
The class culminates with their making an 
original short film.  (See the films of the 
EFC at www.mshff.org) 
Our 2013- 2014 class is our largest ever!  
Three of the students are returning for 
their second year. One has come through 
the Education curriculum at The Picture 
House.
This class is one of the safest and most 
risk free places they will ever encounter. It 
is all about learning where they might fit 
into the film industry, getting experience 
collaborating with others, and tapping 
into their most creative side.

The feedback that we get from our 
students is an added endorsement that we 
are providing an experience that students 
cannot get anywhere else.  

“I just got interested in film  
this past year but didn’t  

have the funds to take an  
after school course.   

Being able to  do this for  
free is so fantastic.

 Thank You!”

“ I appreciate the judgement free 
atmosphere of the EFC and the 

supportive feedback to help make 
ideas as good as possible.”

“...it’s inspirational. I learned 
about what to look for while 

watching a movie.”

“...learning from film professionals, 
being able to meet every week  

and collaborate with other 
students on writing a film.”

“...everyone has a voice.”

Quotes from the EFC...

EFC 2012 at MTV Studios

EFC 2013,  Our Largest Class Ever

The Evening Film Club
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About A Brookie
scenes from the 2012-13 evening film club’s shoot
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Production Designer  

Alexandra Kaucher

Meet Our Teacher Artist - Sayeeda Clarke
I am thrilled that this is my second year 
as the Teaching Artist for The Evening 
Film Club.  The most evident truth is that 
the students are the heart and soul of The 
Evening Film Club and they never cease to 
surprise and amaze me with their genuine 
love of film.  
For me teaching filmmaking is being able 
to inspire the student to let go of editing 
ones ideas.  Filmmaking is about honing 
in on ones individuality and truth.  The 
passion one has is an essential component 

in creativity.  I love teaching and the 
students inspire and challenge me.  I am 
a better artist and filmmaker because of 
them.
For 2013-14 we’ve added an extra challenge 
and focus to the class by deciding to 
offer a theme and historic event to The 
Evening Film Club students as a guide 
post and jumping off point to start writing 
their screenplay. The historic event is the 
50th anniversary of the murders of the 
brave, civil rights workers James Chaney,  

Michael Schwerner, and Andrew Goodman 
in Mississippi at the beginning of Freedom 
Summer in 1964. The film Mississippi 
Burning is based on this tragic event.   
This anniversary offers the students and 
myself an opportunity to look at how 
we live our lives and how we choose to 
support one another.  Since one of the 
young men, Michael Schwerner attended 
Pelham Memorial High School there is a 
palpable connection to the area, that offers 
us a deeper perspective.
I am looking forward to this year. The 
increased participation of this year’s class 
will definitely make this production a great 
collaborative effort.

Sayeeda Clarke is a proud native New Yorker, 
passionate and dedicated to the art of directing. 
She studied at The Actor’s Studio Drama School 
before attending NYU’s Tisch MFA in Film and 
Television where she was a Dean’s Fellow. Her 
training as a photographer combined with her 
film and theater epxerience illuminates her ro-
bust visual style and sensibility.
Clarke’s current film “White” was funded by ITVS 
for the acclaimed series Futurestates and is on 
PBS.org.  “White” has screened at SXSW, Tribeca, 

BAMcinemaFest, New York International Latino 
Film Festival, with Precious in South Africa at 
the Tri-Continental Film Festival and with Spike 
Lee’s Crooklyn at The Brooklyn Bridge Film Se-
ries.  Clarke’s previous award-winning film “Sin 
Salida” aired on HBO & HBO Latino for two years 
and was a finalist at the American Black Film Fes-
tival.  Her short “The Grey Woman” premiered at 
Lincoln Center’s Walter Reade Theater and was a 
Hallmark short film competition winner.

Sayeeda Clarke directing on the set of the EFC 
production of About A Brookie.

the heart of our programming

Hair/Makeup/Wardrobe
Shirley Avigail
Script Supervisor 
Josh Robbins
Director of Photography 
Cody White
Production Sound Mixer  
Allistair Johnson
1st Assistant Camera 
Niccolo aMarca
Key Grip 
Alex Rizzo
Gaffer 
Ben Carey

CAST
Yadira Guevara-Prip
Jonny Beauchamp
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A Note from TPH Education Director Beth Manspeizer
Since 2009, The Matthew S. Hisiger 
Film Foundation and The Evening Film 
Club have been partnering to bring 
film education and visual literacy to 
Westchester. Our full suite of courses 
engages cinema and acting lovers from 
pre-school to adults. Each Wednesday 
night I am thrilled to witness our Evening 
Film Club students arrive at The Picture 
House filled with creative energy and an 
eagerness to learn. They look to us to help 
them understand the various elements of 
the film industry and to take advantage of 
all we have to offer at The Picture House 
facility. In addition to our education 
curriculum our programming team leads 
a Teen Advisory Board and monthly Teen 
Films and Special Events. MSHFF and The 

Picture House also partner on the annual 
Westchester Future Filmmaker’s Festival. 
In short, I can say that our education 
team has been blown away with the 
sophistication of the students, their passion 
for film, and the level of professionalism 
they consistently bring to The Picture 
House. 
Our goal is to create a destination for all 
movie related activities by building a film 
education institute housing a classroom 
replete with the latest technology to 
support it. In sharing the mission of The 
Foundation we are committed to providing 
a place where students can discover their 
creativity and forward their contribution 
to visual literacy.

Congratulations MSHFF on your 15th 
Year! It’s great being your partner.

Westchester County’s Future Filmmaker’s 
Film Festival has found its home at The 
Picture House. This past Spring 30 high 
school students from 8 public high schools, 
two technical high schools, one private 
high school, one speciality high school 
and two prominent film centers came 
together to share their voice and showcase 
their creativity. 
We are thrilled about our partnership 
with The Picture House and the ongoing 
sponsorship from Westchester County.  
Save the Date for 2014: Sunday, April 27th.

Education Partner

The 2013 Future Filmmaker’s Film Festival

Supporters Get Involved
The same weekend as The Future Filmmaker’s Film Festival, supporters Kasia Ciszewski and Jennifer Simpson, pounded the pavement 
for MSHFF. In honor of Matthew’s 30th birthday, Kasia and Jen signed up for the Nike Women’s Half-Marathon held in Washington, 
DC. Their goal of $2,000 was met and exceeded, and went towards funding The Festival.  “It was a great feeling to run the race knowing 
that we acheived our fundraising goal and that we had something to give to MSHFF. Being able to support the Hisiger Family made the 
race that much more meaningful and rewarding when crossing the finish line,” Kasia told us. We’re honored that Kasia and Jen chose 
MSHFF and are proud to report each placed a personal best at the race.

We are always interested in hearing from you and having you be a part of MSHFF. Are you an industry professional who would like to 
present to our students? Are you looking for an enthusiastic and motivated intern to work within your media/film related company?  
Do you have access to media equipment (camera, digital, sound etc.) that could be donated to the Foundation?  Is your company a place 
that our students would like to visit on a field trip?  Let us know by visiting our facebook page at www.facebook.com/mshff or send us 
an e-mail at mshff12@gmail.com.

Top Right
Third Place Winner, Matthew Lewis, Ardlsey HS  
with Deputy County Executive Kevin J. Plunket

Bottom Left: 
Second Place Winners, Chris George & Raleigh Capozzalo, 
The Master’s School

Bottom Right: 
First Place Winners, Max Forrest & Jack Lynch, Rye Neck HS
with Deputy County Executive Kevin J. Plunket

Beth Manspeizer with Dale Hisiger at the 2013 Future 
Filmmaker’s Film Festival

Film is the literature 
of this generation....15


