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Neither fire, nor wind, birth, nor death, can erase our good deeds.
-Buddha

This idiom was engraved on a plaque The Foundation 
gave to Byram Hills High School in September of 1999 
to hang in their video/film classroom. We knew that 

Matthew’s tragic death in February should never overshadow 
his vibrant life and the impact he made in his 16 years. It was 
essential that The Foundation’s mission and vision live out 
what he personally could not. In May 1999, 3 months after 
the accident, a group of Byram Hills teachers, community 
members, family and friends established The Matthew S. 
Hisiger Film Foundation. It’s mission: to provide high school 
students with the information, resources, inspiration and 
financial support to pursue a career in filmmaking.

The timeline inside charts our exciting history and 
accomplishments. Over 500 high school students have taken 
advantage of our programs and services. By attending the 
Evening Film Club, receiving a scholarship for college film 
studies, interning with film industry professionals, screening 
their original films at the annual Future Filmmakers Film 
Festival, attending field trips to studios and industry venues, 
learning from our accomplished Teaching Artists and Industry 
Speakers or having the opportunity to share their passion with 
like minded students, MSHFF has consistently provided a safe 
and imaginative space for students to explore their creativity 
and increase their visual literacy. We’ve hosted Oscar winning 
Directors like Ron Howard and Chris Wedge, acclaimed 
Cinematographers, Editors, Actors, Writers, Producers, Digital 
Artists, Photographers, and those in business that support 
the industry. The Future Filmmakers Film Festival continues 
to bring together high schools from all over the county 
enabling networking between both students and teachers. The 
scholarships, awarded at annual high school Senior Awards 

ceremonies, place the stature of creative competency alongside 
traditional studies. Recipients, like Oscar nominated Ben 
Zeitlen tell us how much this recognition has increased their 
confidence and encouraged them to pursue their passion. 

Our partnership with The Picture House, an independent 
film center in Pelham, NY, increases our exposure and adds 
everlasting value. This iconic theater gives us the structural 
foundation, cultural/community fit, alignment of vision and 
mission as well as the ability to expand into the future. 

On Friday February 9th, The Picture House will be honoring 
The Foundation at its annual gala by bestowing the Harold 
Lloyd Commitment to Community Award to it. The award 
recognizes dedication to visual literacy education and positive 
impact on a generation of young filmmakers. We hope you can 
join us to commemorate what we have accomplished together, 
honor Matthew’s memory and carry on the future his passion 
has inspired.

Schools are cutting budgets for the creative arts, therefore 
programs and venues that champion visual literacy is more 
important than ever. MSHFF is committed to sustaining and 
nurturing the skills and competencies for this artistic talent.  
We are very proud to say that over the past 20 years, we have 
never missed delivering our programs. With your support we 
have continued to provide this experience without charge to 
our participants. We weren’t sure where this journey would 
take us and now after twenty years we have affirmation that 
for young adults, exploring their creative passion is a need 
that must be addressed. Matthew’s dream has inspired one 
generation of future filmmakers. We look forward to continuing 
the legacy to the next.



AIRBORNE... 
an original short film by the 2017 evening film club

behind the scenes at 

THE HEART OF OUR PROGRAMMING 
It has been thrilling to witness the growth and dedication of the students of The Evening Film Club. The success of the 

program is a product of the comfort they feel, the professionalism of our Teaching Artist, the relevancy of our curriculum.

THE EVENING FILM CLUB

THE MSHFF
JOURNEY...

MAY 1999
MSHFF established

SEPTEMBER 1999 
The Evening Film Club (EFC) 
launched at Byram Hills High 

School for BHHS seniors 

FEBRUARY 2000
Speaker series begins featuring 

film industry professionals

MARCH 2000
MSHFF partners with Northern 
Westchester Center for the Arts: 
New Generation Film Festival for 
Westchester Students grades 6-12

JUNE 2000
Student Scholarship Program 

commences for graduating  
HS seniors majoring in  

film related studies

APRIL 2001
Summer Internship 
Program is started

NOVEMBER 2002
First publication of  

Through the Lens Newsletter 

SEPTEMBER 2003
The EFC expands student 
participation to Northern  

Westchester High Schools and 
includes juniors for enrollment

JUNE 2006
Debut of Blorox Bleach: first 

original EFC short

JANUARY 2005
MSHFF presents Grant to Byram 

Hills High School for Adobe Video 
Editing licenses

JUNE 2007
Run debuts:  

second original EFC short 

Each year we take our students on field trips around the New York metropolitan area to give them exposure and experience with 
industry professionals at their place of work. One of our yearly trips is to Alchemy Post Sound Studios in Peekskill. This past year 
we added on a trip to the Museum of Moving Image in Astoria Queens and an evening at the Yonkers Film Festival, YoFiFest, to 
support one of our EFC students who had submitted his film.

We are always on the lookout for interesting ways to introduce our students to entities that support the film industry.  
Reach out to us if you think our students would benefit from visiting you.

I joined the EveningFilm Club for the 2017-18 class. My photography teacher at school recommended EFC, 
after excelling in her class and telling her about my interest in film. Growing up I was very active in theater 

and made fun home movies and music videos with my cousins and friends. 

I felt unexperienced, and wasn’t sure what to expect, but after the first few classes I learned so much and 
got very comfortable. It really opened my eyes to everything that goes into the art of making a good film. 
It also gave me great exposure and hands-on expreience on a real set with professionals. it was something 

that I will never forget.

This class sparked up my passion to create films that can express important messages in a beautiful way. 
Filmmaking has given my thoughts, ideas, and opinions a platform and has brought them to life. EFC has given me the tools, 
education, and confience to make films and expand my love for the art of film.

field trips

guest speakers

senior student spotlight: sarah dorney, white plains high school

museum of the moving image Yofifest

a visit from liz gaffney

Liz Gaffney, Executive Producer, NBC Studios shares her expertise with 
the EFC class this fall. Liz oversees advertising campaigns for clients 
including; Microsoft, Ebay, Subaru, Google and a multitude of others.

Prior to joining NBCU she worked as a freelancer on tv shows, 
commercials and movies in New York City.

MARCH 2008 
MSHFF partners with Westchester 
County Film Commission to debut 
Future Filmmakers division for all 
Westchester High School Students

AUGUST2008
Upstairs debuts: third 

original EFC short



April 29, 2018. Our 10th year at the Picture House!

65 Westchester high school students submitted 35 films for the 
annual Future Filmmakers Film Festival. Held on the last Sunday 
of April, it has become a beloved and much anticipated event for 
student filmmakers, their families, friends, teachers and community 
movie buffs.

Seven “Chesters”, Westchester’s take on the Oscar were awarded. 
All filmmakers received a signed certificate from The Westchester 
County Executive.

Kate, Georgia, and I were honored to be apart of The Future Filmmakers’ Film Festival. It was a great experience to learn about 
different artistic styles in filming. We found the festival to be a particularly nurturing environment, filled with imagination and 
artistic vision. 

- Sacred Heart Greenwich junior Clementine Marcogliese

And the Chester goes to...

first place
Evan Miller & Austin Duffy,  

Byram Hills High School
Sam’s Bucket
Narrative drama

A teenager recently diagnosed with  
acritical illness as he completes the  

last four items on his bucket list

best creative
Erika Totoro, Dobbs Ferry

Lonely
Animation of a lonely donut struggling 

to find confestionary companionship

audience choice
Masana Morgan, Mamaroneck

Lose It
Narrative showing the effects of alcohol 

abuse inspired by Swimming Pools  
by Kendrick Lamar

second place
Georgia Ferguson, Kate Murray  

& Clementine Marcogliese,  
Sacred Heart

Inside the Industry
Documentary

A whimsical documentary giving the audience 
a look into the fashion industry

third place
Chloe Stafford, Mamaroneck

Living as Myself
Drama

A self portrait portraying the journey of 
growing up with ADHD.

the 2018 future filmmaker’s film festival

SEPTEMBER 2008
MSHFF and The Picture House form 

partnership to share their mission for film 
education and visual literacy. EFC moves to 
the Picture House. EFC expands to nclude 

Southern Westchester High Schools.

DECEMBER 2008
Five Westchester high cshools receive grants 
from MSHFF to build their film prgorams and 

purchase software/editing equipment.

MARCH 2009
Future Filmmaker’s Film Festival 

held at The Picture House for the first 
time. Westchester County recognizes 

participates with certificate.

SEPTEMBER 2010
EFC opens enrollment to high 

school students grades 9-12.

JANUARY 2011
Chat premieres at TPH:  

fourth original EFC short 

JUNE 2010
Bina debuts,  

fifth original EFC short

SEPTEMBER 2014
MSHFF underwites  

The Satellite Lab, the new  
EFC classroom at TPH

AUGUST 2014
About a Brookie, debuts:
sixth original EFC short

From Our Teaching Artist...
What a great year! I am thankful for the opportunity to share my film knowledge and experience with 

an exceptional group of teens. I was impressed by their passion for film and how much most knew. 
It was wonderful to see them grow in confidence as they learned more about film and interacted 

with their peers. Through the Evening Film Club, The Matthew S. Hisiger Film Foundation 
provides a safe space where High School students can freely express themselves and share a 
common interest.

During the first term, students learned the language of film through the analysis of masterpieces 
of world cinema, and the best new films. This set the groundwork for the second term when we 

focused on the development and production of the group’s short film. 

Creating the film was a lot of fun. Students worked side by side with industry professionals on the production 
set, and not only got hands-on experience but also the change to direct 1-2 scenes. The energy and collaborative  
spirit on the set were reflected in the completed film. Airborne premiered at a private screening at The Picture 
House to the acclaim and cheers from the audience. 

The making of the film Airborne was an unforgettable experience for all. For the 20th Evening Film Club, we 
are committed to repeating and building on the success of Airborne. With the addition of a diverse group of 
talented students, I am confident that it is entirely possible. Looking forward to another amazing year.

-Betty Garcia

“It’s great to see how committed you and your organization have continued to be to the advancement of film 
and Arts education for young people. The work you do, encouraging young people, like I was, to continue 

in the pursuit of their dreams, to create and communicate their ideas creatively, is so valuable. I know the 
affirmation I received, when I was granted my stipend ten years ago, and the thrill of participating in a 
film festival as a high school filmmaker, definitely helped me to stay motivated and believe in my ability to 
follow through on what had seemed still at that time a long shot dream. Now, ten years later, I continue to 

work professionally in the industry I chose for myself, producing music videos and films in Los Angeles. The 
opportunities you presented me gave me the confidence to pursue those ambitions.” 

Andoni went to Rye Neck High School, and studied film at NYU Film Academy. He now resides in LA, working as a freelance 
filmmaker, writer & director.

a word from a 2008 scholarship recipient: andoni elias-nava

JUNE 2017
Airborne debuts: ninth 

original EFC short

SEPTEMBER 2015
Official generational shift 
for MSHFF. All students 

participating born after 2000

JUNE 2016
Rolling debuts:  

eigth original EFC short 

JUNE 2015
Knock, Knock debuts:  

seventh original EFC short 

SEPTEMBER 2018
20th season of MSHFF

TO BE 
CONTINUED...



There is a lot of equipment that supports the craft of filmmaking. Here’s a list of items that would make our classroom state of 
the art. (New or used.) Your support dollars can be earmarked for any of the following:

Lighting:

•	 Lowel DP Core 98 Kit

Grip:

•	 Impact Turtle Base C-Stand Kit – 10.75’

•	 Advantage Gripware 18x24 Flag, Solid Super Black Light Blocking Material w/ Frame

Camera:

•	 Panasonic Lumix DC-GH5

•	 Sony Alpha a7iii Mirrorless Camera

•	 Manfrotto MVH502A fluid Head

•	 MVT502AM Tripod w/ Carrying Bag

Audio:

•	 Zoom H4n Pro4-Channel Handy Recorder and Essential Accessories Kit

•	 Rode RodeLink Wireless Filmmaker Kit

•	 Rode VideoMic Pro w/ rycote Lyre Shockmount

•	 Rode Mini Boompole Compact Microphone Boom Pole for Remote Audio Capturing

•	 Senal SMH- 1000 Professional Field and Studio Monitor Headphones

EQUIPMENT WISHLIST

Thank you for 20 years!
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